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The Book from God  
Romans 9:25-33 

Introduction  
A number of years back – in my college days – I attended an event at the Catholic High School – 
entitled ‘Catholic answers to Protestant questions’  
 
It was somewhat billed as a debate – but the actual event was nothing of the sort  
 
The Catholic speaker – would take questions from the audience but there would be no rebuttals 
or challenges to his response  
 
One question asked was: ‘How do Catholics support the idea of praying to the saints or Mary?’ 
 
I remember the response – b/c it was such a horrible mishandling of Scriptures 
 
The speaker referenced James 5 – where James tells us to pray for one another  
 
James 5:16 – ‘Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one 
another.’ 
 
We recognize the value of praying for one another - - - That is not the issue at all  
 
The speaker then made the cerebral leap – and said that if we are to pray for one another – then it 
follows that we can pray to the saints in heaven and ask them to intercede for us as well. 
 
So – with a sleight of hand – a rather routine call to pray for one another – is transformed into a 
support for prayers to Mary and the saints  
 
A rebuttal question that was not allowed: ‘Can you give me an example of this in the 
Scriptures?’ / after all – there are literally hundreds of prayers in the Bible - - - certainly – at least 
one of them would have been made to someone who had died and gone to glory! 
 
In fact – there is one example where King Saul asked a medium to contact the departed Samuel 
in the OT [seeking guidance] - - - the medium flipped out when the real Samuel showed up with 
a message for Saul – that he would no longer be in the land of the living tomorrow! [die in battle] 
 
The whole episode is not given as an example to follow – in fact Saul consulting the medium is 
is given as one of the reasons God took the kingdom away from him [I Chron. 10] 
 
What does the bible say about mediums?  
 
Deuteronomy 18:10-12 – ‘There shall not be found among you anyone who . . . casts a 
spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.  For whoever does 
these things is detestable to the Lord.’ 
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Protestants rightly see in the practice of prayers to Mary and the saints – as a behavior that is far 
from innocent – but rather a treading on dangerous and heretical ground – with no biblical 
support 
 
We look to the Bible as our source of truth  
 
We find in the Bible - - - both Heroes of the faith / as well as apostates  
 
The heroes of the faith are the people who take God at His Word / believe His Word and then act 
upon it – they are the people of faith  
 
The people that are always getting into trouble in the Bible – are those who twist the Bible / 
doubt what it says / or who openly disobey its teachings  - or fail to heed its warnings  
 
Paul is dealing with the Jewish / Gentile distinctions in Romans 9 
 
We find the Jews are the ones who stumbled over Jesus – and who failed to believe in the Savior 
God sent  
 

I. Quoting the Old Testament – vv. 25-29  
Paul has taught that many Jews – who have rejected Christ - - - are not God’s people - --  
they are not in the kingdom - - - [they are not heroes of the faith – but rather – apostate] and 
that – instead God is now calling Gentiles to be part of the church  

 
Looking at the church as a whole – what we see are Gentiles and a small number of Jews  

 
Jesus – of course – pointed to this reality – in warning the Jews  
 
Luke 13:28 – ‘There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth there when you see 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but 
yourselves being cast out.’ 

 
He also spoke of the inclusion of Gentiles  
 
John 10:16 – ‘I have other sheep which are not of this fold; I must bring them 
also. And they shall hear My voice, and they shall become one flock with one 
shepherd.’ 
 
Now Paul argues that this ought not to have surprised anyone – it was all spoken of 
prophetically in the OT  
 
God said what was going to happen before it happened  
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Jesus often chastised the Jewish religious leaders - - - pointing them back to their own 
Scriptures  
 
‘Haven’t you read?’ – He says that at least 5 times  

 
When asked a question about marriage and divorce  
 
Matthew 19:4 – ‘And He answered and said, “Have you not read that He who 
created them from the beginning made them male and female.”’ 
 
One of the questions we sent out to our missionaries was – ‘Do you believe that a person can 
be born the ‘wrong’ gender and should be affirmed in gender transition procedures?’ 
 
i.e. – Do you think God made someone the wrong gender? 
 
Of course – what we really are getting is: ‘Are you reading your bible and listening to it – or 
– are you following the chaos and confusion of the culture around us?’ 
 
Are you standing firm in your faith or capitulating to the lies of the world / Satan? 
 
When Jesus points His hearers to the Scriptures – ‘Have you not read?’ - - - He is saying – 
‘Look – I gave you a book!’ -- - - it has all you need in it to guide your faith  

 
Of course – Satan offers up counterfeits to the Bible - - - whether it’s the Koran of the 
Muslims or the Book of Mormon / Bhagavad Gita amongst Hindus 
 
I remember seeing John MacArthur once on CNN’s Larry King show – with a panel of 
religious figures – of Muslim / Hindu / new age persuasion  
 
And MacArthur [being the representative Christian]  referred to something in the Bible  
 
And Larry King interrupted – ‘which Bible? 
 
MacArthur looking slightly annoyed said – ‘The HOLY Bible’ 
 
There is only one authoritative book that comes to us from God – all others are frauds / 
deceptions / cheap counterfeits  

 
Paul makes use of five quotations from the OT - - -  Hosea and Isaiah  
 
Hosea tells us that God will one day take those who are not His people and make them His 
people [which Paul applies to the Gentiles] / and Isaiah tells us that though Israel be as 
numerous as the sand on the seashore – it is the remnant that will be saved 

 
Not only that – but the judgment on the nation of Israel is predicted  
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Israel deserved to be wiped out like Sodom and Gomorrah but God had mercy and spared 
some  

 
Woodrow Kroll: ‘In His eternal purpose, a remnant, at least, will be saved.’ 

 
What God says He will do – He does  

 
Paul saw these promises play out in real time in Antioch  

 
Acts 13:46 – ‘And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, “it was necessary 
that the word of God should be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it, and 
judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the 
Gentiles.’ 
 
Acts 13:47 – ‘For thus the Lord has commanded us, “I have placed you as a light 
for the Gentiles, that you should bring salvation to the end of the earth.”’ 
 
Acts 13:48 – ‘And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and 
glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal 
life believed.’ 

 
We talk about the Passion Week – beginning generally with the triumphal entry / Palm 
Sunday – last week of Jesus’ life leading up to the crucifixion  
 
He had strong words to say to the nation at this time - - - significant judgments were 
approaching  
 
Luke 19:41-44 – ‘And when He approached, He saw the city and wept over it, 
saying, “If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! 
But now they have been hidden from your eyes. “For the days shall come upon 
you when your enemies will throw up a bank before you, and surround you, and 
hem you in on every side, and will level you to the ground and your children 
within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you 
did not recognize the time of your visitation.” 

 
Romans 9:29 – the judgment of the nation was predicted by Isaiah  
 
During the passion week - - - Jesus cast out the money changers in the temple – cursed the 
fig tree [which represented Israel] – He spoke parables demonstrating God’s rejection of the 
nation at that time  
 
He was showing them the dire situation they were in 
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Paul reminds us – all hope was not lost – there would be a remnant of Jews in the kingdom  

 
Romans 9:27 – ‘And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, “Though the number of 
the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, it is the remnant that will be 
saved.”’ 
 
Not all Jews are set aside [although most were] – there is a remnant which Paul speaks of – 
and of which he was one  

 
II. The Salvation by Faith – vv. 30-33 
Israel pursued a law of righteousness – they thought by their Law keeping they would save 
themselves  
 
This is still their view  
 
Larry King had a show asking a panel of religious teachers – what happens after we die? 
 
Jewish Rabbi Marvin Heir gave this answer: ‘admission to paradise is based on righteous 
conduct and not based on any specific religion.  A righteous person of any religion and a 
righteous person who may in fact be irreligious . . .’ 
 
King interrupted: ‘You mean an atheist’ 
 
Rabbi Heir continued – ‘Yes – they would be granted admission because it is determined by 
deeds.’ 
 
The Bible does not support the Rabbi’s assertion  
 
In fact – it tells us that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God  
 
Paul tells us that the Just shall live by faith  
 
Galatians 2:16 – ‘nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works 
of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ 
Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the 
Law, since by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.’ 
 
D. James Kennedy: ‘Someone said to me, “What’s wrong with the idea that good 
people go to heaven and the bad people go to hell?”  I’ll tell you, I answered.  
The problem is the fact that there are no good people.’ 
 
Not amongst Jews / not amongst Gentiles  
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Paul in a stunning passage - said that he considered his own Jewish credentials to be rubbish 
or garbage when it comes to acceptance before God  
 
Philippians 3:4-6 – ‘although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh.  
If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: 
circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church, as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.’ 
 
Philippians 3:7-9 – ‘But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  More than that, I count all things to be 
loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I 
may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own 
derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith.’ 
 
Paul is saying – his Jewish credentials gain him nothing with God – he looks to the blood of 
Christ alone  
 
David Dickson: ‘I have taken all my good deeds, and all my bad deeds, and have 
cast them together in a heap before the Lord, and have fled from both to 
Jesus Christ, and in Him I have sweet peace.’ 

 
The great tragedy of Israel was that – instead of embracing their Messiah Jesus Christ – He 
became to them a stone over which they stumbled  
 
They didn’t recognize the hour of their visitation 
 
Jesus spoke of this in a parable – and we find that they did get the message   

 
Matthew 21:33-46 
 
Jesus shares a parable in which the landowner represents God  
The vineyard is Israel – the tenants are wicked Israel  
The workers who come to collect the fruit of the land – are the prophets  
The Son is the Son of God  
 
Beating and killing and stoning was a picture of what Israel did with many of the prophets 
God sent unto them  
 
Jeremiah was put into a mud pit / Jezebel had slaughtered a number of the prophets – and 
threatened to kill Elijah / Isaiah was sawn in two / John the B. beheaded  
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Acts 7:51-52 – ‘You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and 
ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did. 
Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute?  And they killed 
those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose 
betrayers and murderers you have now become.’ 

 
Then comes a verse with an ominous note about the future of Israel  
 
Matthew 21:43 – ‘Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you, and be given to a nation producing the fruit of it.’ 
 
Luke 13:28 – ‘weeping and gnashing of teeth - when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob 
and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but yourselves being cast out.’ 
 
God says the kingdom will include men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation  

 
Revelation 5:9-10 – ‘And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy art Thou to take 
the book, and to break its seals; for Thou wast slain, and didst purchase for 
God with Thy blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  
And Thou hast made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will 
reign upon the earth.’ 
 
R.C. Sproul: ‘Sometimes we jump to the conclusion that the religious leaders 
with whom Jesus sparred were very thick-headed.  In this case, however, they 
got the message.’ 
 
They knew he was speaking of themselves – v. 45 

 
The Jews stumbled over Jesus  
 
We might picture a runner running a race and stumbling over a hurdle or a stone in the path – 
down he goes  
 
In 1984 – two of the fastest women in the world were competing at the Summer Olympics in 
LA - - - Mary Decker Slaney and Zola Budd – during the finals for the 3000 meter race – the 
two were running side by side – leading the pack – when their legs became entangled and 
Decker went down onto the track - --  she tried to get back up and run but her hip was injured 
– instead she lay on the track in tears - Budd herself also appeared to have some blood 
around her ankle - - - and she lost the lead - - - falling to 7th place. 
 
Mary Decker – afterwards said the collision was Zola’s fault – but later said it was an 
accident  
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It was a stumble of historic proportions!  
 
Jesus said there was a much larger stumble that took place in Israel in the 1st century    

 
The Jews stumbled over Jesus Christ – instead of embracing Him  

 
He came in weakness – He was arrested and accused of false charges – He seemed to be 
unable to defend Himself.  He was mocked / beaten / abused./ put to death on the cross  
 
Here is this One who claimed to be the Messiah – ‘Come down off the cross if you are who 
you say you are!’ 
 
It was ridiculous to them – this display of shame and apparent lack of power - utter failure – 
calling Himself the Son of God – they stumbled over the cross 

 
I Corinthians 1:22-24 - ‘For indeed Jews ask for signs, and Greeks search for 
wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to 
Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.’ 

 
Peter spoke of the man whom he and John healed to the Jewish leaders in Acts 4 
 
Acts 4:10-12 – ‘Let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that 
by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead – by this name this man stands here before you in good 
health.  He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which 
became the very cornerstone.  And there is salvation in no one else; for there is 
no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must 
be saved.’ 

 
Conclusion  
Timothy Keller: ‘Christ is a rock we either found our lives upon, or stumble over.’ 
 
If we read thru the Bible from cover to cover – we find that Jesus Christ is the subject of this 
book  
 
The OT says, “He is coming,” the Gospels say, “He is here,” The book of Acts proclaims 
Him, the Epistles explain Him, and Revelation says, “He is coming again.” 
 
Are you ready? 


